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active on issues such as health care, the envi-
ronment, and human rights, his presence will
be missed by the House of Representatives
as a whole and by the Illinois delegation in
particular.

As Chairman of the Labor, Health and
Human Services and Education Appropriations
Subcommittee, JOHN has been a tireless advo-
cate of the Centers for Disease Control and
the National Institutes of Health. In fact, JOHN
has worked to increase funding for the Na-
tional Institutes of Health, with a goal of dou-
bling spending from fiscal year 1997 to 2002.
Because of JOHN’s efforts, Congress is on
track to meet this important goal. By increas-
ing funding for biomedical research into effec-
tive treatments and possible cures for diabe-
tes, cancer, AIDS, and other life-threatening
diseases, JOHN is helping to save lives. He is
also helping to save our nation billions of dol-
lars in health care costs. This is a proud leg-
acy to leave behind.

In addition, JOHN can be proud of his active
involvement in protecting and promoting
human rights around the world. JOHN is the
founder and co-chairman of the Congressional
Human Rights Caucus, a voluntary bipartisan
association of Members of Congress working
to identify, monitor and end human rights vio-
lations worldwide. I am proud to be one of the
250 Members of Congress who participate in
this important caucus. JOHN cares deeply
about the plight of the persecuted around the
world and has regularly engaged in fasts and
prayer vigils to bring needed national attention
to the issue of human rights. Although JOHN’s
leadership and active participation will be
sorely missed, the Congressional Human
Rights Caucus will continue JOHN’s crusade to
protect and promote human rights around the
globe. Again, this a proud legacy to leave be-
hind.

Finally, although JOHN and I do not always
agree on all issues, I have always admired his
conservative stance on fiscal issues. I also
consider myself a fiscal conservative and ad-
mire JOHN’s unwavering commitment to elimi-
nating deficits and balancing the federal budg-
et. He should be proud that he is leaving Con-
gress in an era of balanced budgets and
record budget surpluses.

Again, although I am sure that JOHN will re-
main active on issues like health care, the en-
vironment, and human rights, he will be
missed here in the House of Representatives.
He has served his constituents and the nation
well. I wish JOHN the best of luck in all of his
future endeavors.
f

LEAVE OF ABSENCE
By unanimous consent, leave of ab-

sence was granted to:
Mr. PASCRELL (at the request of Mr.

GEPHARDT) for today on account of offi-
cial business.

Mr. STUPAK (at the request of Mr.
GEPHARDT) for today on account of per-
sonal reasons.

Mr. HANSEN (at the request of Mr.
ARMEY) for today and the balance of
the week on account of wife’s surgery.
f

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED
By unanimous consent, permission to

address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. MCNULTY) to revise and
extend their remarks and include ex-
traneous material:)

Mr. CLAY, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. ETHERIDGE, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. BACA, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. TIERNEY, for 5 minutes, today.
Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, for 5 minutes,

today.
Mr. HINOJOSA, for 5 minutes, today.
Ms. CARSON, for 5 minutes, today.
Ms. LEE, for 5 minutes, today.
Mrs. CHRISTENSEN, for 5 minutes,

today.
Mr. OWENS, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. GREEN of Texas, for 5 minutes,

today.
Mr. SHERMAN, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. HOLT, for 5 minutes, today.
Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas,

for 5 minutes, today.
Ms. NORTON, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. ENGEL, for 5 minutes, today.
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. DUNCAN) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mr. PAUL, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. METCALF, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. DUNCAN, for 5 minutes, today.
(The following Members (at their own

request) to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rial:)

Mr. MOLLOHAN, for 5 minutes, today.
Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today.
Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas, for 5 min-

utes, today.
f

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

Mr. THOMAS, from the Committee
on House Administration, reported
that that committee had examined and
found truly enrolled bills of the House
of the following titles, which were
thereupon signed by the Speaker:

H.R. 34. An act to direct the Secretary of
the Interior to make technical corrections to
a map relating to the Coastal Barrier Re-
sources System.

H.R. 208. An act to amend title 5, United
States Code, to allow for the contributions of
certain rollover distributions to accounts in
the Thrift Savings Plan, to eliminate certain
waiting-period requirements for partici-
pating in the Thrift Savings Plan, and for
other purposes.

H.R. 707. An act to amend the Robert T.
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency As-
sistance Act to authorize a program for
predisaster mitigation, to streamline the ad-
ministration of disaster relief, to control the
Federal costs of disaster assistance, and for
other purposes.

H.R. 1654. An act to authorize appropria-
tions for the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration for fiscal years 2000, 2001, and
2002, and for other purposes.

H.R. 1715. An act to extend and reauthorize
the Defense Production Act of 1950.

H.R. 2389. An act to restore stability and
predictability to the annual payments made
to States and counties containing National
Forest System lands and public domain
lands managed by the Bureau of Land Man-
agement for use by the counties for the ben-
efit of pubic schools, roads, and other pur-
poses.

H.R. 2842. An act to amend chapter 89 of
title 5, United States Code, concerning the

Federal Employees Health Benefits (FEHB)
Program, to enable the Federal Government
to enroll an employee and his or her family
in the FEHB Program when a State court or-
ders the employee to provide health insur-
ance coverage for a child of the employee but
the employee fails to provide the coverage,
and for other purposes.

H.R. 2879. An act to provide for the place-
ment at the Lincoln Memorial of a plague
commemorating the speech of Martin Luther
King, Jr., known as the ‘‘I Have a Dream’’
speech.

H.R. 2883. An act to amend the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act to modify the pro-
visions governing acquisition of citizenship
by children born outside of the United
States, and for other purposes.

H.R. 2984. An act to direct the Secretary of
the Interior, through the Bureau of Reclama-
tion, to convey to the Loup Basin Reclama-
tion District, the Sargant River Irrigation
District, and the Farwell Irrigation District,
Nebraska, property comprising the assets of
the Middle Loup Division of the Missouri
River Basin Project, Nebraska.

H.R. 3235. An act to improve academic and
social outcomes for youth and reduce both
juvenile crime and the risk that youth will
become victims of crime by providing pro-
ductive activities conducted by law enforce-
ment personnel during nonschool hours.

H.R. 3236. An act to authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior to enter into contracts
with the Weber Basin Water Conservancy
District, Utah, to use Weber Basin Project
facilities for the impounding, storage, and
carriage of nonproject water for domestic,
municipal, industrial, and other beneficial
purposes.

H.R. 3292. An act to provide for the estab-
lishment of the Cat Island National Wildlife
Refuge in West Feliciana Parish, Louisiana.

H.R. 3468. An act to direct the Secretary of
the Interior to convey to certain water
rights to Duchesne City, Utah.

H.R. 3577. An act to increase the amount
authorized to be appropriated for the north
side pumping division of the Minidoka rec-
lamation project, Idaho.

H.R. 3767. An act to amend the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act to make improve-
ments to, and permanently authorize, the
visa waiver pilot program under section 217
of such Act.

H.R. 3986. An act to provide for a study of
the engineering feasibility of a water ex-
change in lieu of electrification of the Chan-
dler Pumping Plant at Prosser Diversion
Dam, Washington.

H.R. 3995. An act to establish procedures
governing the responsibilities of court-ap-
pointed receivers who administer depart-
ments, offices, and agencies of the District of
Columbia government.

H.R. 4002. An act to amend the Foreign As-
sistance Act of 1961 to revise and improve
provisions relating to famine prevention and
freedom from hunger.

H.R. 4259. An act to require the Secretary
of the Treasury to mint coins in commemo-
ration of the National Museum of the Amer-
ican Indian of the Smithsonian Institution,
and for other purposes.

H.R. 4386. An act to amend title XIX of the
Social Security Act to provide medical as-
sistance for certain women screened and
found to have breast or cervical cancer under
a federally funded screening program, to
amend the Public Health Service Act and the
Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act with
respect to surveillance and information con-
cerning the relationship between cervical
cancer and the human papillomavirus (HPV),
and for other purposes.

H.R. 4389. An act to direct the Secretary of
the Interior to convey certain water dis-
tribution facilities to the Northern Colorado
Water Conservancy District.
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